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North Carolina Arts in Action  
(NC AIA) ’s mission is to empower 
elementary school children  
through dance and live music  
programs accessible to all  
students regardless of abilities  
and socio-economic status. Active  
in Title I schools, NC AIA develops  
the life skills necessary for success  
in the classroom and in life.  

2



2022 – 2023 
A Year of Worthy Snapshots

Thanks to our foundation partners, business supporters, and individual  

donors, in the 2022 -23 school year NC AIA offered dance classes with 

live music to 1700 students in 64 classrooms throughout Wake, Durham, 

Orange and Chatham counties. NC AIA teaching artists and musicians 

were in 14 public schools leading 21 programs (including LEAP) – all 

employing our award-winning pedagogy that strategically engages, 

motivates, and inspires diverse learners. 

Everyone at NC AIA, including our 11 professional teaching artists,  

7 musicians and administrators is committed to the success of  

each child participating in our programs. We applaud the principals  

and teachers at each of our partner schools. Their determination, 

resourcefulness, and creativity help us bring excellence and joy to the 

children we serve.

Since 2005, NC AIA has reached more than 18,600 children of all 

abilities and backgrounds using performing arts as a unique force for 

engaging and motivating students to realize their full potential. NC AIA’s 

primary focus is the 16-week in-school program for fourth graders. We 

also offer after-school programs and an advanced Saturday program 

(LEAP). At C.C. Spaulding Elementary School in Durham, every class in 

every grade participates in the programming for the entire year.

Your support over this past year helped us give children the hope and 

resilience they need to succeed in and out of school. 

We thank you for your belief in our 
mission and your financial support.
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This past year, NC AIA students 

used dance and music to learn 

about the wonderful state of  

North Carolina. Dancers took 

an imaginary trip across the 

state’s three regions, exploring 

the natural beauty and resources 

that make The Old North State a 

beacon for America. 

We dove into the marine life found along our Coastal Region while  

examining the impact of climate change and learned about options  

for renewable resources and their importance. In the Piedmont Region, 

we celebrated manufacturing and the scientific research conducted 

there that together continue to help North Carolina be a leader in  

the bio, pharma and tech industries. As we traveled to the Mountain 

Region, our dancers stopped to appreciate the state’s natural beauty, 

such as its well-known waterfalls, and they discussed how our natural 

resources help make our state economy healthy.

Our 2022-23 Theme 

Snap Shots Across 
North Carolina
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NC Arts In Action’s strategic plan, which was  

developed in partnership with Board members  

and staff, charts growth to offer 31 programs in  

25 schools by 2026, nearly doubling our impact  

in the Triangle. With support from the consulting 

firm moss + ross, a special Leadership Cabinet, 

Board members and other volunteers, NC AIA  

is making plans so we can expand our reach to  

more children. We hope you will help us bring  

the transformative power of the arts to teach  

life skills to more children by joining our efforts  

in growing NC AIA. More information will be  

available in late Fall 2023. 

Participating Schools

We are delighted by our  
partnerships with the following  
schools this past year:

Mel & Zora Rashkis Elementary School

Wakelon Elementary School

Millbrook Magnet Elementary School 

J.W. York Elementary School 

Baileywick Road Elementary School

Lynn Road Elementary School 

Holt Elementary Language Academy 

Pittsboro Elementary School 

East Garner Elementary School 

Green Magnet Elementary School

Lakewood Elementary School

C.C. Spaulding Elementary School

Southeast Raleigh Elementary School

Wildwood Forest Elementary School

Planning for and 
Expanding our Reach
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Our FY 2022-23 
By the Numbers

The shortage is the result of a $130,000 shortfall  
in foundation support due to timing in the receipt of 
grant payments. Our reserves covered this difference.

1,274
 individual dance  
         classes with live music

1,700
students

65classrooms

25professional teaching 
    artists, musicians 
        and administrators

14 schools

$0cost to children   
         to participate

Program Expense $705,002

Fundraising $142,524

General & Administrative $24,386

TOTAL EXPENSES $871,912
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Foundation Grants $234,653

Earned Income $161,880

Special Events $144,843

Individual Support $71,593

In-Kind $20,200

Corporate & Event Support $9,308

TOTAL REVENUE $642,477 37+25+23+11+3+1Foundation 
Grants

Earned 
Income

Special 
Events

Individual 
Support

In-Kind Corporate &
Event Support

81+16+3
Program 
Expense

Fundraising

General &
Administrative



In a six year review of student surveys taken from 2017–2023 our  

program continues to show a positive impact on students.  

Students report feeling better about coming to school and paying  

more attention on days they had NC Arts in Action. They also report that  

the program made them feel good about accomplishments in school, 

gave them self-confidence, and made them feel good about exercising.

The Link Group in Durham has conducted our Surveys on a pro bono  

basis these past six years and we deeply appreciate their services.

Impact 

76% report that NC AIA made them 
feel good or great about their 
accomplishments in school

73% report that NC AIA gave 
them self-confidence

77% report that NC AIA made them  
feel good or great about exercising
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Our LEAP Team dancers, led by Associate Artistic Director Tiana Sutton, 

Music Director Andrew Crowe, and Teaching Assistant Briana Scott  

had an exciting year. All participated in over 30 rehearsals, workshops 

and masterclasses. The LEAP Team’s year began with eight returning 

LEAP Team dancers and through successful recruitment, grew to a team 

of 18. Rehearsals were held every Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon at  

City Ballet in Raleigh.

Masterclasses included: Willie Hinton led a Jazz Dance Masterclass 

which reviewed the fundamentals of NDI techniques while infusing 

elements of Jazz dance and African movements. Chris Thompson led  

the LEAP Team dancers in Traditional African Dance Masterclasses.  

An Indian Classical Dance and Music masterclass with Seema and live 

musician playing the Tabla and Sitar was another well received class.

From February through April the Theatre of Movement nine-week 

residency with Duane Cyrus, Journee Smith and Rashod Wells was held, 

supported by Spark the Arts funding from the NC Arts Council. 

LEAP Team highlights included performances at the NC Museum of Art 

Family Day and Block Party Celebration, a video shoot at the NC Museum 

of Art, showcase of NC Explorers and film debut at NC Museum of Art’s 

Spectrum Theater. In April LEAP Team dancers Senior dancers, Mia 

Joyner, Carla Yarbro and Aliya Jenkins were honored with “Capturing 

Good in Action” trophies at the NC Arts in Action Snapshot Gala.

 LEAP Team
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I feel fortunate that I was  
able to bring music and  
performing arts to my  
children’s lives and want to  
be able to bring that opportunity 
into other children’s lives.

The more involved I get with NC AIA, the 
more I see the children affected by this — with 
their heads held high, instilling self esteem and bringing 
movement into their lives, so they get to experience  
this. I wish every kid could be exposed to it. 

To me it’s not just another music and dance organization  
for kids. The pedagogy is intentional and culminates in  
a performance. It’s held during the school day, making it 
accessible, whereas many parents can’t take their kids  
to after school activities, and that’s why I promote it. 

I love the fact that there’s a live musician at every class. 
This brings a vibrancy to dance, makes it  
go up a level in quality and liveliness. 
The pedagogy, live music and exposing 
the children to something they may 
not have experienced before. Also  

in keeping the program going during COVID, even when the children were trying to 
do it from home, this shows sustainability and resiliency of NC AIA’s program.

Why serve on the board? I originally felt it was complementary board to serve on since I came 
from a marketing agency with lots of folks interested in music and performing. This was a  
good cross over for professional life, instilling arts in children. 

With other boards I serve on, I only felt I was advising. With this board I feel I add value  
to it and I like giving back to the community. 

Jodi Schwartz

Co-founder of  
Centerline Digital  

and Board Member  
of North Carolina  

Arts in Action

Why do I Support North Carolina Arts in Action?
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On April 22, NC AIA held its fourth annual gala, Snapshots, at the  

North Carolina Museum of Art. It may have poured outside but our 

guests fully enjoyed stopping for photos with TapSnap, eating delicious 

food from CateringWorks, watching a grand performance by the LEAP 

Team dancers, and of course, bidding in the auctions – silent, live,  

and (last but not least) Crown the Last Hero!

The gala raised over $150,000, which is a vital part of our annual  

fundraising. We’ve already started planning for our 2024 Gala, which 

will be held at Raleigh Union Station on Thursday, April 18.

Snapshots Gala
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I knew this little girl  

from Columbia, SC who  

participated in a school 

dance program. Through 

the generosity of others 

like yourselves, she and other students from all backgrounds studied ballet, jazz and  

creative dance. None of them became professional dancers, but they all gained  

confidence and learned the value of teamwork. 

With the confidence she gained, that young girl later earned a full scholarship to  

college, she earned a PhD, and she had so much confidence that she went to law school 

and is now a patent attorney.

I was that young girl and now I pay it forward. I am asking you to please join us in  

supporting NC AIA so that children right here in our area can grow up and become  

anything they want to be!

Why do I Support North Carolina Arts in Action?

Shawna  
Cannon Lemon

patent attorney with  
Stanek Lemon Crouse & 

Meeks, PA and a  
board member of North 
Carolina Arts in Action. 

Shawna gave this  
talk to attendees of the  

2023 Snapshots Gala
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Paint the Sky
$25,000 + 
Durham Public Schools
The Grable Foundation
F. M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Mead Family Foundation
North Carolina Arts Council
Wake County Public School System

High Knees
$10,000 +
Anonymous
Carolina Hurricanes Foundation, Inc.
Feldman Family
Fenwick Foundation
Gipson Family Foundation
Kilpatrick Townsend and Stockton LLP
John McLendon
Myco Medical Supplies, Inc.
David H. Newton 
Rashkis PTA
Guy and Mindy Solie
Vera Tayeh
Triangle Community Foundation, Inc.

Clap Around the World 
$5,000 +
Anonymous
100 Women Who Give a Hoot
Bertsch Family Charitable Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina
Luz Estelia Corredor
Brian and Shawna Lemon
Morgan Creek Foundation
Debra and John Ratliff
Rolander Family Foundation
J.W. York Elementary School P.T.A.

Leaps and Bounds
$2,500 +
Geoff and Jenny Bell
Emma Browning
Duke Office of Durham and  
 Community Affairs
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
John and Judy Erwin
Fenwick Foundation
First Citizens Bank
Givewell Community Foundation
Tom Hahn
Alice and George Horton
Christine Hiller
The Thomas S. Kenan Foundation, Inc.
The Lovett Foundation
NCHA Strategic Partners
The Noel Family Fund
Orange County Arts Commission
Carrie Pickett
Silverback Foundation, Inc.
Lars and Elisabeth Von Kantzow
Clarissa and Brian Willett

Keep ‘em Dancing
$1,000 +
Ann-Cabell Baum
Martha Huelsback and Christopher Bavolack
Katherine and Richard Bruch
MaryBeth Carpenter
Chapel Hill - Carrboro City Schools
Matt and Frances Cronlund
Jenny Duke
Leah Friedman and Stephen Feldman
Susan Garrity and Jeffery Basham
Sharon Goldenberg and Jeffrey LaRiche
Robert and Linda Grew
Michael and Eileen Hendren
H. Crayne and Susan Howes
John Newton and Mary LeGere
Nitta Gelatin NA Inc.
North State Bank
Harry and Jane Phillips
Patricia and Stuart Phoenix
Pittsboro Elementary School
Debra and Larry Robbins
Kim Stuntz and Mike O’Brien
Jodi Schwartz
Mary and Gerry Sibrack
Talent Transformation
Trinity Properties
WCPE Radio Education Fund
White Memorial Presbyterian Church

Step Kick
$500 +
Drs. Barker, Rohner, and Hunt DMD, PLLC
Jeffery Basham
Laura and Scott Bayzle
Bustled Events
Capital Aorn
Jim Carmichael
Virginia Carson
Cary Dance Productions, Inc.
Beth Caviness Williams
Marilue Cook
Chad Copp
CTI Property Services, Inc.
Kate Currin
Disha Dewan and Sravan Narayan
Melody and Jeffrey Diaz
Ollie and Elof Ericsson Foundation
FurnitureLab
Kimia Glenn
Katie Hamister
James and Jane Henderson
Jeremie Hockman
David and Cynthia Jamison
Mary Kapp
Thomas Kenan III
Suzanne Landis
Liles Clothing Studio
Linda and Charles Long

Every gift helps us  
ensure that the arts  
remain at the center  
of children’s lives.

We thank our 
wonderful donors 
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

“Being able to integrate this program as part of the 
school day is great for our students.” 

– Principal Carmen Graf, East Garner Elementary School
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Myatt Landscaping
Walter and Denise Newton
Kirsten Oshinsky
Charles and Michelle Putterman
Luz Rodriguez
Fleming and Kirk Samuels
John Solie
Tracy and Jim Strong
Matthew Szymanski
Marlon Torres and Rob Pedigo
Towne Bank
Towne Properties Asset Mgmt Co
Ann and Ronald Wooten
Peter and Rebecca Van Dorsten
Lenoris Jr. Yarborough

Free Style
$250 +
The Animal Hospital of Carrboro
Robert and Carol Bilbro
Alan Boehm and Kimberly Bartman
Kathryn Brant
Beverley Clark
Ruth Cox
Sandra Crane
Ann and Rhodes Craver
Thomas Farmer Revocable Trust
Sheldon Fox
Beth Friedland and Robert Rosenthal
Dan Gaugert and Terry Harper
Jane and Bob Green
Katie Heineman
Dan and Mary Hughes
Impact Assets
Doug and Stefanie Kahn
Brian Kinahan

Ezra Kuz-Dworzak and Kieryn De Yoe
Shu Chuan Chou and Jaim-Jou Lai
Rachel Lee
Linzie Long
Cindy and Steven Lochbaum
Erika Lusk
Donna Mehr
Virginia and Robert Price
Margaret W. Rich
Jennifer and Bob Riedlinger
David and Susan Rosenberg Family
Harry Rosenberg
Brenda Rozar
Kara Rudd
Tim Saintsing and Jeff DeRoche
Robert Schantz
Warren Smith
Laura Solie
Natalie Tart
Marsheda Vann
Andrew Weisburd
G. Smedes York
Douglas Zinn

Circle of Friends
$100 +
Maria Bandklayder
Michael Borka
Thomas and Elizabeth Caine
Virginia Cleary
Kristina Clossick
Mary Coleman
Betsy Collie
Irina and Walter Daniel
Lucy Daniels
Merianne De Merode

Ken and Kim Demery
Jill Diaz
Dr. David and Lydia Drutz
Mary and Patrick Duddy
Hank Edwards
Angela Ellis
Kristin Finkelstein
Frank Konhaus and Ellen Cassily
Elliot and Susan Galdy
Brandi Gerew
Joe Gomillion
George Holt
James LeBeau and Sarah Putterman
Ms. Joy Javits
Betty P. Kenan
Patrick King
Sara King
Christine and David Kushner
Chris Lillie
Sarah and Stephen Mangano
Linda and James Martin
Siobhan and Pressly Millen
Robert Morgan
Merrie Mosedale
Elizabeth Ousley and Brian Munoz

Margaret Murray
Nathan Reed
Nicole Spector
Helena Openshaw
Susie Pratt
June Sadowski
Kay and Bob Schoellhorn
John and Betty Schwering
Rick Sherlock
Ethel and Vince Simonetti
John Siracusa
Kristen Smalley
Diane Talley
Logan Toms
Michele Weathers
Ricky Weiss and Melissa Podcasy
Emily Wexler
Paralee White
Jennifer and R. Sanders Williams
Lois Wright
Stephen Young
Mark Ziegler

“I love how the students were actively involved.  
The instructors were incredibly patient and  
understanding of the students who struggled with 
participating. The program had opportunities for  
all students to shine.”  

– Wildwood Forests Elementary School Fourth Grade teacher
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The Animal Hospital of Carrboro
Drs. Barker, Rohner, & Hunt DMD, PLLC
Bertsch Family Charitable Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina
Carolina Hurricanes Foundation, Inc.
Cary Dance Productions, Inc.
Chapel Hill - Carrboro City Schools
Chatham Arts Council
CTI Property Services, Inc.
Duke Office of Durham  
 and Community Affairs
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
Durham Public Schools
Thomas Farmer Revocable Trust
Ericsson Foundation
F. M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Feldman Family 
Fenwick Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Citizens Bank
FurnitureLab
Gipson Family Foundation
Givewell Community Foundation
The Grable Foundation
Greater Gifts Consulting
Impact Assets
The Thomas S. Kenan Foundation, Inc
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Liles Clothing Studio

The Lovett Foundation
Mead Family Foundation
Morgan Creek Foundation
Myatt Landscaping
Myco Medical Supplies, Inc.
Nitta Gelatin NA Inc
Noel Family Fund
North Carolina Arts Council
North State Bank
Orange County Arts Commission
Paradox Consulting Partners
Pittsboro Elementary School
Rolander Family Foundation
David & Susan Rosenberg Family Fund
Silverback Foundation, Inc.
Schwab Charitable Contributions
Towne Bank
Towne Properties Asset Management Co
Triangle Community Foundation, Inc.
Fund for Triangle -  
 Triangle Community Foundation
Trinity Properties
Wake County Public School System
WCPE Radio Education Fund
White Memorial Presbyterian Church
J.W. York Elementary School P.T.A.
100 Women Who Give a Hoot Fund

If a gift is omitted or incorrectly noted, please accept our apology and notify us at info@ncartsinaction.org.

IN KIND DONATIONS
21c Museum Hotel
Ali Cat Toys
Andrew Crowe
Carolina Ballet
Centerline Digital
Chapel Hill Country Club
City Ballet 
Core Results Personal Training
Diamonds Direct
DressCode Style Raleigh
Drink 
Elements Restaurant
Five Star Restaurant
Fleet Feet
Fleming Samuels 
Jewelsmith 
Judy Erwin
Kendra Scott 
Krystal’s Cookie Creations
Laura and Scott Bayzle
Marti Jenkins Hair Design
MaryBeth Carpenter

North Carolina Theatre
Nest Interiors 
North Carolina Symphony
On My Way Bartending 
Prospice Wines
Quail Ridge Books
Raleigh School of Ballet
Robert Pedigo 
Robin P. Glassier
Shenette Swann 
Snake Experience
Stratton Parr Stylist
TapSnap
The Crunkelton
The Link Group
The Umstead Hotel and Spa
Tito’s Handmade Vodka 
Triangle Youth Ballet
Tricia Phoenix
Vemillion
Vicki Kelliebrew
Whilden Boutique
Wise Women Wealth Consulting

We thank our  
wonderful corporate 
and Foundation donors 
July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023

“The perseverance required to master new dance moves 

is carrying over to the classroom, and my students  

are now excelling in other areas of their curriculum.” 

– 4th grade teacher
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Board of Directors 2022–2023

Lars von Kantzow, Board Chairman
Retired CEO, Nomaco & Nomacorc; former CEO Pergo North America – Durham

Kim Stuntz, Treasurer
Director of Finance of Nitta Gelatin, NA – Morrisville

Jodi Schwartz, Secretary
Co-founder, Centerline Digital, Account Executive – Raleigh

STAFF

Marlon Torres – Executive Director
Andrew Crowe – Music Director
Suzi Landis – Artistic Director
Tiana Sutton – Associate Artistic Director
Kim Demery – LEAP Team Project Manager
Katie Heineman – Development Director
Christa Dreese – Lead Teaching Artist
Rachel Shugarman-Lee – Lead Teaching Artist
Psalms White – Teaching Artist
Celenia Macklin – Teaching Artist
Sue Smith – Teaching Artist
Briana (Bre) Scott – Teaching Artist
Chris Thompson – Teaching Artist
Heather Pike – Teaching Artist
Julie Bradley – Musician
Grant Osborne – Musician
Mark Simonsen – Musician
Rebecca Sklar – Musician
Robert Sledge – Musician
Diane Petteway – Musician
Rosa Maria Pimentel Briceño– Musician
MaryBeth Carpenter – Senior Fundraising Consultant, Grant writer
Alva Horton – Social Media Consultant
Paula Hodges – Accounting and Payroll

North Carolina Arts in Action 

Laura Bayzle
Vice President,  
the Link Group – Raleigh

Melody Diaz
Executive Administrator,  
ScottMadden – Raleigh

Judy Erwin
Community Activist – Raleigh

Leah Friedman
Owner, Raleigh Green Gables,  
Professional Organizers – Raleigh

Sam Kumar
CEO, MYCO Medical – Cary

Jeffrey LaRiche
Senior Advisor to MYCO Medical  
Services & Former CEO of  
Castle Worldwide – Chatham 

Mary LeGere
Artistic Director Emeritus,  
Raleigh Dance Theatre Former Director  
of Raleigh School of Ballet – Durham

Shawna Cannon Lemon 
Patent Attorney, Stanek Lemon  
Crouse & Meeks, PA – Morrisville

Mindy Solie
Community Activist – Durham

L.J. Yarborough
President, YAMS, LLC – Raleigh

Marlon Torres MBA PMP CAE 
Ex Officio Executive Director,  
NC AIA – Chapel Hill

Suzi Landis
Ex Officio Artistic Director,  
NC AIA – Raleigh 
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P.O. Box 51277
Durham, NC 27717
(919) 619-0483 

ncartsinaction.org
info@ncartsinaction.org 

Thanks for your continued support
Every gift helps to ensure the arts remain at the center of children’s lives.

Please donate today by check at P.O. Box 51277, Durham NC 27717 
or online at www.ncartsinaction.org

Editor — MaryBeth Carpenter     
Design — Humphrey Creative Co.

Cover Photo – Marlon Torres 
Other Photos — Ken Demery


