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NORTH CAROLINA ARTS IN ACTION

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

VERA TAYEH , long-time NC AIA supporter 

This is what we will  
be remembered for.      
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HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR

In 2019 NC AIA directly 
served 1,300 fourth graders 

in 13 underserved elementary 
schools in Wake Durham, 

Orange and Chatham Counties.

NORTH CAROLINA ARTS IN ACTION

Teaching life skills to children through dance and music.

North Carolina Arts in Action  
(NC AIA) uses dance, music  
and performance to instill  
self-esteem, perseverance  
and excellence in children.

Behind every class is the belief that the performing 
arts can engage and motivate children to realize their 
full potential regardless of their background, ability 
or socio-economic status. In 2019, NC AIA directly 
served 1,300 fourth graders in 13 underserved 
elementary schools in Wake, Durham, Orange and 
Chatham Counties. Last fall we brought our innovative 
program to Lakewood Elementary in Durham to 
expand our reach to 13 schools, offering the NC AIA 
program during the school day.

“Dancing the American Revolution” was  
this year’s theme. Students explored some of the 
most iconic events that helped shape and define the 
ideals of our nation. The culminating performance 
highlighted some of these events through original 
choreography, music, and art. The theme tied into the 
fourth grade social studies essential standards. Our 
program was written and choreographed by Kathy 
Berberian in collaboration with the NC AIA artistic 
staff, with musical direction by Doug Largent.
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NC Arts in Action is an associate 
program of the National Dance 
Institute of New York City.



EVALUATION

Previous assessments of the in-
school program by the Link Group 
found these results detailed below. 

After participation in NC AIA: 

95 percent of students feel better 
about what they can accomplish 
at school after completing the 
program (Figure 1) 

93 percent of students feel better 
about going to school on NC AIA 
days (Figure 2) 

90 percent report an increase in 
confidence (Figure 3) 

67 percent of parents report that 
their child has a positive attitude 
toward school attendance (Figure 4) 

60 percent of parents report that 
their child has an improvement in 
the opinion of him/herself (Figure 4) 

57 percent of parents report that 
their child has an increased interest 
in school academics (Figure 4) 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
Mel & Zora Rashkis Elementary School  
☛ Chapel Hill
Wakelon Elementary School ☛ Zebulon

Knightdale Elementary School ☛ Knightdale
Millbrook Magnet Elementary School 
☛ Raleigh

J.W. York Elementary School ☛ Raleigh

Baileywick Elementary ☛ Raleigh

Rolesville Elementary ☛ Raleigh

Lake Myra Elementary School ☛ Wendell

Holt Elementary Language Academy 
☛ Durham

Pittsboro Elementary School ☛ Pittsboro

Rogers Lane Elementary School ☛ Raleigh

Green Elementary School  ☛ Raleigh

Lakewood Elementary School  ☛ Durham
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The NC Arts in Action 
LEAP Team had a very 
productive 2018–19 
season. Over 40 dancers 
were recruited and 30 
participated throughout 
the year.

We partnered with our friends 
at the Carolina Ballet for 
rehearsal space in Studio B on 
Saturdays.  They invited some of 
our dancers to audition for the 
Nutcracker Ballet production.  
Six dancers were selected to 
dance with the Carolina Ballet’s 
Nutcracker at shows throughout 
the Triangle at DPAC, Memorial 
Auditorium and UNC in  
Chapel Hill.

We polished our repertoire and 
skills working as a professional 
dance team participating at the 
Kidzu Museum World Wide 
Day of Play in Chapel Hill.  
We partnered with renowned 
local artist Beth Palmer and her 
Joy of Creativity exhibit  
at the Hotel Indigo in Durham. 
In January we were invited 
to be in the Ernie Barnes 
Celebration of Movement 
performance at the NC 
Museum of History. Our piece, 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
and “This Little Light of Mine” 
included the prominent and 
beautiful elongated dance 
movements also depicted in 
the works of Ernie Barnes’ 
paintings. The LEAP Team was 
a hit at this event, leading the 
other participants and audience 
in the “up-up, down-down”  
dance finale and curtain call.

Our North Carolina Arts Council 
supported the residency 
with Duane Cyrus, world-
class dancer and Professor 
of Dance at The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. 
Professor Cyrus provided 
dance instruction and taught 
our dancers about American 
history, civil rights and human 
rights through movement. LEAP 
Team dancers also discovered 
the fun social dances of the 
’60s and explored a diverse 
repertoire, which spanned 
the decades from the ’60s to 
the present.  It all culminated 
in a final showcase in April at 
the Carolina Ballet.  In May, a 
successful Cabaret of the Arts 
fundraiser was held in Raleigh 
with our dancers performing.
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NC AIA’S AMBASSADORS LEAP DANCERS
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Our collaborations with 
Triangle Youth Ballet, the 
Nasher Museum of Art and 
Durham Arts Council enabled 
us to extend our reach into the 
community with performances 
that had our audiences wanting 
to learn more about our 
program.

Summer Camp: Our three-
week summer camp was held 
in partnership with the Finley 
YMCA’s camp High Hopes, and 
we were invited back for 2019. 

This upcoming 2019–20 season, 
we plan to continue to advance 
our cause, teaching life skills to 
students through dance  
and music.

PHOTOS BY MARYBETH CARPENTER

HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR

Durham 150 – Our LEAP Team 
in June danced in Durham’s 

150th anniversary celebration 
at the Durham Arts Council. 

We invited the Durham Ballet 
Theater and The Triangle Youth 

Ballet to be special guests 
during our performance.
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BY THE NUMBERS:  
NC AIA’S FISCAL YEAR 2019

Foundation grants	 $234,020
Individual support	 $ 97,970
Corporate support	 $ 64,270
Earned Income	 $ 98,828

Total Revenue	 $495,088

BY THE NUMBERS:  
FUN FACTS

		  9,000 
Children directly served since NC AIA started

	 1,300 
Fourth grade students participating in FY 19

			   800 
Dance classes taught 

	 50 
In-School and Community Performances

34 
Saturday LEAP sessions

		  13 
School partners offering NC AIA programs

14 
Years since NC AIA was formed

			   4 
Counties where NCAIA is active

PHOTO BY JENNIFER SCULLY-THURSTON

Program Expense	 $377,468
Marketing & Fundraising	 $46,958
Administration	 $  65,498

Total Expense	 $495,088	

$495,088
TOTAL

REVENUE

$495,088
TOTAL

EXPENSE
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Thanks for being a club member this year (July 
1, 2018 – June 30, 2019). From the Paint the Sky 
Club to our Circle of Friends, we appreciate each 
of you!

Paint the Sky | $25,000 +
Grable Foundation
William R. Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust
Mead Family Foundation
Wake County Public School System

High Knees | $10,000 +
Mary Duke Biddle Foundation
Fenwick Foundation
A. J. Fletcher Foundation
F. M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Gipson Family Foundation
North Carolina Arts Council
Phoenix, Tricia and Stuart
Rashkis Elementary School PTA
Sanders, Charles and Ann Fund
Solie, Guy and Mindy
Tayeh, Vera
Triangle Community Foundation
McLendon-Whittington Family Charitable Fund

Clap Around the World | $5,000 + 
Bertsch Family Foundation
Kenan, Thomas S. III
Thomas S. Kenan Foundation, Inc.
Morgan Creek Foundation
Myco Medical Supplies, Inc.
Nixon Peabody LLP
The Noel Foundation 
Noël, Cécile and Mike 
Pittsboro Elementary School PTA
Ratliff, Debbie and John
Rolander Family Foundation
Schwartz, Jodi and Charles Long
Silverback Foundation, Inc.
US Foods
Wooten, Ann and Ron

Leaps and Bounds | $2,500 +
AKM Investment
Cree Inc.
Duke Community Care Fund
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
Ericsson Foundation
Garrity, Susan and Jeffery Basham 
Golden Corral Charitable Fund
Horton, George and Alice Fund
Kahn, Doug and Stephanie
LaRiche, Jeffery and Sharon Goldenberg
McMahon, Anne
Nomaco Inc.
Sibrack, Mary and Gerry

SunTrust Foundation
United Arts Council
Wells Fargo Foundation

Keep ‘Em Dancing | $1,000 +
Agarwal, Sajjan
The Asha and Sajjan Agarwal Foundation
Bayzle, Laura and Scott 
Bruch, Katherine and Rich
Chatham Education Foundation
Discover Durham/Durham 150
Durham Public Schools
Durham Rotary Club
Hughes, Dan and Mary
K&L Gates, LLP
Nitta Gelantin NA Inc
Orange County Arts Commission
Penny, James
Robbins, Larry E. and Debbie
Strong, Tracy and Jim
Stuntz, Kim and Mike O’Brien
Reidlinger, Bob and Jennifer
Scantron
Von Kantzow, Lars and Elisabeth
YMCA of the Triangle Area

Step Kick | $500 +
Carpenter, MaryBeth
Clancy, Carroll
Core Results Personal Training 
Daniels, Lucy
Ferguson, Eleanor and James
Friedman, Leah and Stephen Feldman
Green, Bob and Jane
Hodges, Bill and Susan 
Indian Talent Discovery Foundation
Kapp, Mary and Keith
Hooper, William
Lacy Family Fund
Lacy, Marian S.
Marcotte Family Foundation
Rosenberg, David and Susan Family Fund
Putterman, Sarah and Noah
Schwering, Betty and John
Scully, Robert
Sellers, Dianne
Sinclair & Co.
Torres, Marlon and Robert Pedigo

Free Style | $250 +
Berthiaume, Robert
Capel, Christopher and Sarah
Callis, David
Carmon, Tia
Chou, Shu Chuan and Jaim-Jou Lai
Christison, Kent and Mary
Crane, Sandra Deutsch
Dewan, Disha and Sravan Narayan
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Dewan, Neil
Drutz, Dr. David J. and Lydia H.
Fain, Sandra
Fox, Sheldon and Debbie
Grew, Robert and Linda
Hill, Emily
Huelsbeck, Martha and Chris Bavolack
Ellingson, Elizabeth
Gunter, Harvey
Jennings, Dana and Thomas Earnhardt
Jindal, Vinod
Kenyon, Rosemary
Konhaus, Frank and Ellen Cassilly
Kushner, Christine and David Charitable Fund
Krenitsky, Audrey and Mila Lopez
Mangano, Stephen and Sarah
McFadyen, Barbara
Millen, Siobhan
Mukherjee, Sougata
New Age Education LLC
Page, Anne and Winston
Phoenix, Robert and Kelly
Preiss, Kirk and Donna
Price, Bob and Virginia
Rosenberg, Harry M.
Ross, Elizabeth and Michael
Singh, Jay P
Sumner, Nancy and Bob
Vino Rosso Fund of TCF
Williams, Alice June

Circle of Friends | $100+
Anders, Carole S. and William
Anderson, Donna
Anonymous
The Art Department LLC
Auman, Kathy and George
Bickley, Rex and Anna
Bilbro, Carol and Robert
Bromby, Anne and Craig
Caccavale, John and Ruth
Caine, Thomas and Elizabeth
Callis, David
Campbell, Douglas and Rachel
Carroll, Sarah
Cassilly, Frank and Ellen
Chaudhuri, Jay
Christian, Rebecca
Church, Marion
Churn, William and Peggy
Clark, Beverley
Cowel, Eileen
Dorrance, A. Anson and M’Liss G.
Dorsett, James
Duddy, Patrick and Mary
Dunn, Karen
Ellingson, Chris and Elizabeth
Farmer, Thomas and Shauna
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fitzgerald, Jennifer
Fountain, Lucy

PHOTO BY MARYBETH CARPENTER
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WHY I GIVE TO NC ARTS IN ACTION

When I look in the faces of 
children I work with, I see a silent 
cry for help most of the time.  
I hear their untold stories. I see 
them holding their invisible 
suitcases that carry their pain 
and struggles and aspirations to 
be in a better place. They may 
hold their fears inside and act 
tough because they are scared 
and think they don’t deserve 
good things. Sometimes, they 
have low self-image, they lack 
trust in adults but yearning to be 
accepted and to belong. They 
need help getting their strengths 
out and be successful, so they 
can feel emotionally well and do 
better in school, get along with 
others and have a better chance 
in life. 

I believe in investing in our 
children who are our future. 
Children look up at us to make 
their lives better. They, in time, 
will make a difference for others. 
NC Arts in Action is providing 
that for them, by helping them 
work as a team, dare to try 
something new and build trust 
and confidence, to feel worthy, 
and create positive energy 
in them to do better in the 
classroom and at home.

As I always say, if it is not you 
then WHO, if it is not now then 
WHEN. We can expand this 
valuable program to many 
children who are waiting. Thank 
you for making a difference.  
This is what we will be 
remembered for.”

VERA TAYEH , long-time NC AIA supporter 

I believe in 
investing in our 
children who are 
our future.      

PHOTO BY DISHA DEWAN



HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR

LEAP dancers were also part 
of Ernie Barnes Celebration of 
Movement at the NC Museum 

of History in January. 

Frameworks Gallery  
	 and Frame Design, Inc.
Franklin, Victoria
Gandhi, Dilip and Pamela
Gaugert, Dan and Terry Harper
Gillen, Shawn and Julie
Gumber, Subhash C. and Kawaljit 
Pasricha
Harris, Polly
Harrison, Kathy
Herst, Susan and Larry
Hile, Michelle
Holmes, Margaret
Hutchinson, Fred and Nancy
Jolly, Cynthia
Kang, Emil and Lisa
Kinahan, Brian
King, Sara
LaRiche, Timothy
Lindbergh, Sarah King
Martin, James and Linda
Mabe, Walker
Mcleod, Neill
Mendell, Stef and Richard Johnson
Morgan Holmes, Margaret
Morros, Joy
Munoz, Jeanne
NC Museum of History
O’Brien, Mimi
Oxendine, Nicole
Patton, Josephine Ward
Purrington, Ward and Charlotte
Quigg, Timothy
Reid, David and Lisa
Rich, Margaret W.
Riedlinger, Bob and Jennifer
Robertston, Diane
Sanchez, Antonio and Amy
Schanberg, Laura
Schiebel, Nancy Alyea
Schoellhorn, Kay and Bob
Scully-Thurston, Jennifer and Christopher
Sennett, Sara G
Skinner, Jeannette
Smith, Warren
Solie, Laura Quinn
Sporn, Augusta Anne
Stander, Jeremy
Treadwell, Kathleen
United Way of Greater Triangle
Waller, Anna E.
Weathers, Michele
Weiss, Robert and Melissa Podcasy
Welsh, Leah and Douglas Kass
Yarborough, L.J.
Younger, Carolyn

We thank our generous corporate sponsors  
and foundations which gave between  
July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019.

A J Fletcher Foundation
AKM Investment
Bertsch Family Foundation
Chatham Education Foundation
Core Results, Inc.
Cree
Discover Durham/Durham 150
Duke Community Care Fund
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
Durham Public Schools
Durham Rotary Club
Ericsson Foundation
F. M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Fenwick Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Frameworks Gallery and Frame Design, Inc.
Gipson Family Foundation
Golden Corral Charitable Fund
Grable Foundation
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Thank you for your generous in-kind donations 
given between July 1, 2018 and June 30, 2019.

Carolina Ballet
Laura and Scott Bayzle
Jacques D’Amboise
Susan Garrity and Jeffery Basham
Susan and Larry Herst
Jeffrey LaRiche and Sharon Goldenberg
Diana Mead
National Dance Institute
Nasher Museum of Art
NC Museum of History
Debbie and John Ratliff
Scantron
Jennifer Scully-Thurston
Gerry and Mary Sibrack
Marlon Torres and Rob Pedigo

ADVISORY BOARD 2018–19

Wanda Boone 
Executive Director and Founder, 
Together for Resilient Youth

Beverley Clark 
Former Wake County School Board Member

Eileen Cowel 
Vice President and Marketing Specialist, 
SunTrust - Central Carolina Region

Melanie Doerner  
Development Director,  
North Carolina Theatre

Brandon Ives 
Managing Director,  
Brasco Design and Marketing

Star Sampson  
Retired Principal, Holt Elementary  
Language Academy 

​Dianne Sellers 
Former Commissioner,  
North Carolina Industrial Commission

Greater Gifts Consulting
Horton, George and Alice Fund
Indian Talent Discovery Foundation
K&L Gates, LLP
William R. Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust
Kenan, Thomas S. III
Kushner, Christine and David Charitable
LabCorp
Lacy Family Fund
Lake Myra Elementary School
Marcotte Family Foundation
Mary Duke Biddle Foundation
McLendon-Whittington Family Char Fund
Mead Family Foundation
Morgan Creek Foundation
Myco Medical Supplies, Inc.
National Dance Institute
New Age Education LLC
Nitta Gelantin NA Inc
Nixon Peabody LLP
Nöel Foundation
Nomaco Inc
North Carolina Arts Council
North Carolina Museum of History
Orange County Arts Commission
Pittsboro Elementary School
Preiss, Kirk
Price, Virginia
Purrington, Ward and Charlotte
Rashkis PTA
Rolander Family Foundation
Rosenberg, David & Susan Family Fund
Sanders, Charles and Ann Fund
Scantron
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving
Silverback Foundation, Inc.
Sinclair & Co.
SunTrust Foundation
The Art Department LLC
The Asha and Sajjan Agarwal Foundation
The Marcotte Family Foundation Inc.
The Noel Foundation
Thomas S. Kenan Foundation, Inc.
Triangle Community Foundation
United Arts Council
United Way of Greater Triangle
US Foods
Vino Ross Fund of TCF
Wake County Public School System
Wells Fargo Foundation
YMCA
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IF A GIFT IS OMITTED OR INCORRECTLY NOTED,  
PLEASE ACCEPT OUR APOLOGY AND NOTIFY US AT  
INFO@NCARTSINACTION.ORG OR CALL 919-619-0483.



BOARD CHAIR  
Susan Garrity 
Vice President,  
Basham Associates

TREASURER  
Kim Stuntz  
Director of Finance  
of Nitta Gelatin, NA

SECRETARY 
Mary Huelsbeck 
Sibrack  
Clinical Psychologist

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Marlon Torres,  
MBA, PMP, CAE  
Ex Officio,  
NC Arts in Action

Chris Capel 
Partner with  
Smith Anderson

Leah Friedman 
Owner, Raleigh Green 
Gables, Professional 
Organizers

Susan Herst 
Partner, Urban  
Durham Realty

Jeffrey LaRiche, MA 
Former President/CEO, 
Castle Worldwide Inc.

Nicole Oxendine 
Dancer/Teacher/
Therapist, Director of 
Dance Department at 
Hillside High School 

Jodi Schwartz 
Founder, Centerline 
Digital, Account 
Executive

Mindy Solie 
Community Activist

Tracy Strong 
Vice President, 
International 
Compliance Officer and 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
LabCorp

Lars von Kantzow 
Noël Group, LLC 
former CEO, Nomaco

L. J. Yarborough, MBA 
President, YAMS, LLC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018–19

Marlon Torres 
Executive Director

Kathy Berberian 
Associate Artistic Director

Doug Largent 
Music Director

Christiana Barnett-Murphy 
Lead Teaching Artist

Jennifer Scully-Thurston 
Development and Administrative Associate

Kim Demery 
Project Manager LEAP

Trish Ladensack 
Accountant

MaryBeth Carpenter 
Senior Fundraising Advisor

Suzi Landis 
Teaching Artist

Sue Smith 
Teaching Artist

Tiana Sutton 
Teaching Artist

Dominique Alexis 
Teaching Artist  

Rachel Lee 
Teaching Artist

Joe MacPhail 
Musician, Keyboards

Peter Kimosh 
Musician, Keyboards, Bass

Grant Osborne 
Musician, Keyboards

Casey Overton 
Musician, Keyboards, Bass

NC ARTS IN ACTION STAFF, 2018–19

Please donate today by check or online www.ncartsinaction.org | PO Box 51277, Durham, NC 27717 | (919) 619-0483

PHOTOS BY MARYBETH CARPENTER

Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support!

2019 an
n

ual repo
rt w

ritten
 an

d
 ed

ited
 by m

arybeth
 carpen

ter


